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SUBJECT: STUNNING TORY GAINS IN APRIL GALLUP POLL 
REF: A) OTTAWA 1710; B) OTTAWA 2202 

1. GALLUP POLL, CONDUCTED IN EARLY APRIL, AND RELEASED 
MAY 2 REVEALED REMARKABLE TURN-AROUND IN FORTUNES OP 
MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES. PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVES (PC) 

ROSE TO 41 POINTS (34 IN MARCH); LIBERALS DROPPED TO 41 
POINTS (45 IN MARCH); AND NDP DROPPED TO 14 POINTS (17 IN 
MARCH). UNDECIDEDS ROSE ONE POINT TO 39 POINTS. POLL 
GAVE NO REGIONAL BREAKDOWN. SHIPTS IN SUPPORT ARE GREAT- 
EST SINCE EARLY 1977. 

2. COMMENT: PLAGGING LIBERAL SUPPORT WAS ASSUMED BY MOST 
OBSERVERS HERE TO BE REASON FOR TRUDEAU RELUCTANCE TO CALL 
ELECTION POR JUNE (REP B). MAGNITUDE OP TURN-AROUND AS 
REVEALED BY GALLUP POLL, HOWEVER, HAS APPARENTLY SURPRISED 
EVERYONE, EVEN TORIES. TORY POLLSTER AND TORY MP TOLD 
EMBOPPS MAY 2 THAT PC POLLING DATA SHOWED INCREASING 
SUPPORT FOR PC BUT NOT ON ORDER REELECTED IN GALLUP POLL. 

THEY COULD NOT IDENTITY ANY SPECIPIC EVENT AS REASON POR 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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PAGE 02 OTTAWA 02249 021950Z 

7 POINT TORY JUMP. RATHER, THEY EXPRESSED VIEW THAT ELEC- 
TORATE IS NOW DEMONSTRATING GENERAL UNWILLINGNESS TO EX- 
PERIENCE ANOTHER POUR YEARS OP PM TRUDEAU AND HIS LIBERAL 
GOVERNMENT. THEY CONCEDED THAT GROWING PC SUPPORT WAS MORE 
ANTI-TRUDEAU GOVERNMENT THAN PRO TORY LEADER JOE CLARK. 

3. DROP IN NDP SUPPORT MAY REPRESENT GROWING POLARIZATION. 
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A SEGMENT OE NDP VOTE IS A FORM OF PROTEST SINCE NDP HAS 
NEVER BEEN CLOSE TO EORMING A GOVERNMENT. NOTICEABLE 
NUMBER OE VOTERS NOW MAY BE UNWILLING TO WASTE VOTE AS A 
PROTEST AND MAY SUPPORT TORIES SIMPLY TO REMOVE LIBERAL 
GOVERNMENT. IN ANY CASE, HOWEVER, LARGE UNDECIDED PER- 
CENTAGE REVEALS THAT SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF VOTERS REMAIN 
UNIMPRESSED WITH BOTH MAJOR PARTIES AND LEADERS. POLL 
RESULTS MAY SIGNAL DIMINISHING INTEREST IN NATIONAL UNITY 
ISSUE AND GROWING CONCERN OVER STATE OF THE ECONOMY. 

4. MOST RECENT POLL DATA UNDERSCORES TO US THE UNUSUALLY 
VOLATILE NATURE OF THE ELECTORAL SCENE HERE, MARKED BY 
GENERALLY NEGATIVE EEELINGS. FOR THE MOMENT, VOLATILITY 
IS OBVIOUSLY WORKING TO PC ADVANTAGE. DRAMATIC TORY RISE 
SHOULD HAVE SIGNIEICANT PSYCHOLOGICAL EEEECT AND COULD 
CAUSE BANDWAGON MOVEMENT AMONG UNDECIDEDS. 

5. PREVAILING GUESSING GAME AS TO WHEN ELECTIONS WILL BE 
CALLED HAS BECOME EVEN MORE POPULAR WITH THESE POLL RE- 
SULTS. SOME EEEL THAT TRUDEAU MUST NOW WAIT UNTIL EALL OR 
LATER IN HOPES OE BETTER LIBERAL DAYS AHEAD. OTHERS, 

HOWEVER, ARGUE THAT POSTPONEMENT WOULD BE A SIGN OE 
WEAKNESS AND COULD REINEORCE CURRENT SURGE OF ANTI-LIBERAL, 
ANTI-TRUDEAU SENTIMENT. ENDERS 
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